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& Hospital Ethics Committe in Hong Kong
approves withdrawal of futile medical
treatments from a baby with severe congenital
anomaly
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On Oct 26, 1998, local media in Hong Kong reported the first case
approval by a hospital ethics committee to withdraw life support
measures from a baby with servere congenital anomaly of the brain. The
request to withdraw treatment was made by the parents after months of
considerations. Although "Not-for-Resuscitation Guidelines" have been
drawn up in public hospitals in Hong Kong since 1997, this case at
Princess Margaret Hospital was the first time that a hospital ethics
committee was requested to decide on such a case.
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Some media headlines used the term "Euthanasia". The Hospial '“>
Authority issued a press statement noting that it "does not support -
Euthanasia. The decision of withholding or withdrawing life-sustaining
treatment for a patient is mainly based on the patient's clinical condition
and on whether treatment is like or unlikely to bring any benefit to the
patient.... In this circumstance, withdrawing of treatment is ethically and

professionally acceptable.” Prof. LEE Shui-Chuen (3£32) , National Central University, Taipei gg
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The City University of Hong Kong is organizing an international
Conference on "Individual, Community & Society: Bioethics in the Third

WY

Millennium" between May 25-28, 1999. The conference will explore Dr. ZHAI Xiao-mei (ZE18) , Chinese Academy of Social Sciences %%
the challenges posed by modernity and post-modernity to bioethics and - %
healthcare policy in the next millennium. ADVISORY BOARD BRI ZE® ;?:
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