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. Getting in touch with bioethics on the web
" - where to start?
- Derrick K. S. Au

Kowloon Hospital. Hong Kong
ksau@ha.org.hk

Browsing bioethics websites is simple. pick any search engine and enter
“bioethics™ as search word, and you will be presented with numerous
websites. The real question is therefore: with so many to choose from,
where to get started?

Many websites are operated from university philosophy / ethics
departments or centres. Entering anyone will link you to other academic
sites. A good point of entrance, I find, is the one at Center for Bioethics
at University of Pennsylvania:

http://www.med.upenn.edu/bioethics

The site recently requires a brief registration (free) for first visitors. Upon
entering, you will find some theme-based topics to browse. e.g, “bioethics
for beginners™ - quick reading, gives a favour of what the core materials
are. Or try “cloning and genetics™ - this is one of the most organised
section with updates on this recently interesting field, including what is
happening on legislation side, and what is in the mass media.

As with most other bioethics sites, there is a “bioethics resources™ link
to other major centres. Or you can look inside the section on “bioethics
organisations and institutions™ for a rather more comprehensive list.

An alternative to the University of Pennsylvania site is one operated by
the Medical College of Wisconsin:

www.mcw.edu/bioethics

Exploration is quite similar to the procedures described above. This site
has generous displays of transcripts of academic and information papers
on biocethical topics written by its university faculty, available at

http:lfwﬁvw.mcw.edulbioethicslsmatic.htmli

For instance, here you may read a paper updating the situations of
legalising physician-assisted suicide in Oregon.

If you don’t have appetite for academic sites (who can digest all the

EREHREZEH/U hitp:/ /logic.esc.cuhk.eduhk/~B086712/bioethics.htm

philosophies?) a very user-friendly and visually pleasant site is:
http://www.midbio.com

This is the site of the Midwest Bioethics Center. It is more community-
oriented, offering for instance interesting cases for thoughts and debates.
Under “what is bioethics™ you can make connections to other sites of
interest,

Suppose you are not a passive explorer and wish to participate
interactively or do more specific searches, the following two sites are
worthwhile:

http://www-hsc.usc.edu/~mbernste/

Here is a well-organised site of bioethics discussion pages. Discussion
pages allow you to participate in streams of chit-chats and serious
conversations on subjects of concern. Some discussion groups are
“cloning of human®,
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“Thinking about ethics™, physician-assisted

suicide”, among others.
Another site for active explorers:
hitp://igm.nim.nih.gov

This is a site organised by the National Library of Medicine. The
attraction is a free BIOETHICSLINE, analogous to the MEDLINE well-
known for searching medical and health literature. With very simple
keyword searches you have direct access to citations for journal abstracts,
book titles etc. The particularly impressive feature is that you can specify
whether your interest in search is from academic, popular, analytic,
philosophical or other perspectives, rendering the citations much more
likely to be relevant.

Finally, a site which I find quite special because it is hosted by the effort
of one single individual yet has much useful contents:

http://ethics.acusd.edu/

The site is maintained by Prof. Lawrence M Hinman. It is a resource
site for use by ethics instructors and students. References and literature

.are organised by themes. The interests are more in Philosophical Ethics

and Applied Ethics. Under the latter are some bioethics themes such as
(again) euthanasia, environmental ethics, reproductive technology.

The sites briefly introduced above are my preferred sites, not necessarily
the best sites. You will have to decide what suits you best - take a few
minutes (well, may be hours) to try the different site links to bookmark
your favourites.
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Organ donation in Hong Kong and some

@

useful websites
Beatrice Cheng
Hospital Authority, Hong Kong
chengb@ha.org.hk
Introduction

This article aims to give an overview of organ donation in public hospitals
in Hong Kong and describe the legal framework governing organ
donation. Some useful website resource on organ transplantation will
also be included.

Organ donation in public hospitals in Hong Kong

Hong Kong had its first organ transplantation dated back to 1969, when
the first kidney transplantation was performed. Today, transplant
operations (kidney, liver, heart. lung, heart-lung, cornea, heart valves,
skin, sclera, bone marrow and bone) are performed in Hong Kong with
good survival rates comparable if not better thanamost g
Nevertheless, activities have been limited by la
The Chinese tradition of keeping the dead body

The average waiting time for renal transp
with the longest waiting time at 21.5 ye
organs / tissues faced similar limitation.

organ/ tissue dwospims i

We believe that promotion of organ denatio
concerted efforts by the community and hed

Besides promoting the organ card, emphasis
on encouraging discussi an donation amongst
so that when the critical moment comes, tiimportant deci:

life after death” could be promptly maj
The Human Organ Transplant Ordinance in

In Hong Kong transplant activities are governed by the
Transplant (HOT) Ordinance which came into effecton 1 A

The Ordinance prohibits commercial dealings in human organ
for transplant, restricts the transplanting of human organs between
persons not genetically related and regulates the import of human orgj
intended for the use of transplantation. The Ordinance instrumented t

setting up of a Human Organ Transplant Board. Prior approval must be
obtained from the HOT Board for removal or transplantation of organ(s)
involving a living donor, unless the donor is related to the recipient either
genetically or by marriage which has subsisted for at least 3 years.

Prescribed certificates and supporting documents must be submitted to
the HOT Board before the transplant of imported organs. and information
on all human organ removals, transplants and disposals must be submitted
to the HOT Board after the relevant events have taken place. Itisa
criminal offence for any person to take part in organ trading in Hong
Kong. For transplant operations involving living donors, the HOT
Ordinance also requires both the donor and recipient to be interviewed
by an independent medical practitioner and that each has understood the
procedure, the risks involved and his entitlement to withdraw consent at
any time. In view of the difficulties in complying with the above legal
requirements for operations involving patients incapable of giving
consent, such as young children and unconscious patients, the
Government has recognised the need to amend the HOT Ordinance and
has recently gazetted the Human Organ Transplant (Amendment) Bill
1999. The amendment will allow the HOT Board to give approval and
for the transplant operation to proceed even if the recipient is incapable
of giving consent under the following conditions:

cal practitioner has certified that the recipient
ttanding the explanation as required by the law

mscﬁW example, the patient

lical practitioner has certified that it would not
its of the recipient to wait until he is capable of
plana

con has kept a medical report in writing stating
legal requirement on getting consent from the
iad with.

Wi

would further be debated amongst
on, patients, polifiians and the public in the coming
des the problems on patient’s incapacity in understanding

Useful websites
1. Transy

il

extensive and comprehensive site for transplantation and
organ donation. It provides worldwide source of information and
resources for transplant patients, families and clinicians on transplant
information, medical advances. issues and problems.

[

Website associated with Organ and Tissue Donation and
Transplantation.
hitp://www.argonet.co.uk/body/Inks.html

Table 1. TOTAL NUMBER OF ORGAN/TISSUE DONATION IN HOSPITALS
(from 1.1,1994 to 31.12,1998)

Organ/Tissue 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 Whaiting
Kidney
Living 16 19 28 23 37 1.000
Cadaveric 44 44 58 47 33
Liver
Living 4 11 15 1 12 100
Cadaveric 8 12 12 14 15
Heart | 4 3 7 2 i
Lung 0 | 0 1 £
Heart-lung 0 1 0 0 0 )
Heart-valve 0 0 0 3 2 76
Cornea (piece) * 143 169 206 204 253 200
Bone 2 10 10 6 3 80
Skin 5 16 30 i) 25 Uncertain
Tendon and Ligament 0 0 0 2 0
TOTAL 223 287 362 325 383

A comprehensive and useful list of website addresses for patients,
families, physicians and research workers.

The Canadian Association of Transplantation
hitp://www.transplant.ca/

A useful website with resources for public & physicians including
new publications.

The transplantation Society of Australia and New Zealand Inc.
http://www.racp.edu.au/tsanz/

Useful website for professionals including scientific papers and
transplant protocols.

Legislation in Hong Kong - Bilingual Laws Information System by
the Department of Justice.
hitp://www.justice.gov.hk/

British Organ Donor Society - BODY
http://www.argonet.co.uk/body/index.htmi

Information for families and professionals involved in organ donation
and transplantations. An information source for the public and media

* These figures include corneas procured by the Hong Kong Eye Bank in Hong Ko

ng as well. “Hot topics™ for discussion will be found in the website.
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Environmental Ethics
Siu-Wai Chiu, Department of Biology
Chinese University of Hong Kong
siuwaichiu@cuhk.edu.hk

Ecology is the science examining the relationship of living things and their environment. The root ‘co’ means home. Environment does not
only refer to the surroundings, but also the internal psychological and physiological conditions. Environmental ethics is therefore concerned
with both the external and the internal well-being of a living organism, To preserve the environment, green groups emphasize on sustainable
development, protection as well as restoration. Naturalists try to conserve the natural beauty and fight to save endangered species, with the
concept that every organism should have the right to live on the earth. With the shrinking of natural resources, to reduce waste generation and
to maximize resource utilization are becoming important issues of management. Many industries have established ISO standards to provide an
environmental friendly working protocol. Yet, are you aware that these actions also provide us a peace and harmonious mind and increase our

working efficacy?

Enyironmental concern seems Lo be a Western concept, Even in a cosmopolitan place like Hong Kong, the public awareness on environment is
not high. The government has tried to educate the citizens but knowledge may not bring to action. How many of you would care to bring your
shopping bags? Perhaps we need to overcome the human nature of selfishness and bear with some inconvenience. We also need to restrain our
ego from feeling superior to other creatures. Beware that we are only part of the world. The environment is ours and we contribute to shape it,

which in trn affects our lives.

Nowadays. there is a tendency of either overstate or underestimate important issues that have impact on environment, such as global warming,
food supply and overpopulation. To act, we need to have objective information and not propaganda. With the development of Internet, there

will be tremendous information for us to access and analyze.

Following are some useful websites on environmental issues and ethics:

Site for the history of environmental ethics:

http://www.cep.unt.edu

A site of University of Georgia that links to other Environmental

Ethics Resources:

http://www.phil.uga.edu/eande

A site of Texas A&M University with Forums and publications on

ethics:

http://www.tamu.edu/cstpe

Site with rich resources on environmental ethics literature:

http:/flibrary.envirolink.org

A link to various environmental ethicists:

http://www.phil.uga.edu/eecp

Resources on Ethics in Science:
http://www-hpcc.astro.washington.edu/scied/ethics.html

Society for Ecological Restoration:
http://ser.org

Rainforest Action Network:
http://www.ran.org

Forest Service Employees for Environmental Ethics:

hitp://www.afseee.org

Environmental philosophy at the Departmnent of Philosophy,
University of Goteborg:
http://www.phil.gu.se/

Center for Applied Ethics, University of British Columbia,
Environmental Ethics Resources:
http://www.ethics.ubc.ca/resources/environmental

Centre for Peace and Environmental Ethics:
hitp://www.kuleuven.ac.beffacdep/theology/en/peace.html

Institute of Global Education:
hitp://www.pacificrim.net/~nature

W
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The Homepage of
Hong Kong Bioethics Association — an Update

The homepage of our association was launched last spring. Our
homepage has now recorded the summaries of the last six issues of the
Association newsletter and linked to many related sites, including
websites mentioned in this issue. It is one of the very few sites of simi-
lar nature in the Mainland, Hong Kong and Taiwan, and we aim at pro-
viding a useful electronic resource in Bioethics to anyone interested.
Suggestions for further improvement are always welcome,

Bioethics Forum

A forum on “Assisted Fertilization — New Bill, New Ethical Tssues™ was
organized by the Association on October 30, 1998 at the Kowloon
Hospital. Speakers included Dr. Edward Loong from the Department of
Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Chinese University and Dr. Athena Liu
from the Department of Law, University of Hong Kong. The former
speaker provided an account on the history and techniques on assisted
fertilization while the latter speaker focused on the social and legal issues
arisen from the practice and on the Human Reproductive Technology
Bill being discussed by the Legistrative Council of the Hong Kong SAR.

Not Ready for Cloning Human

After a lot of publicity, the limitation of cloning from a mature cell begins
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to emerge. A calf cloned from a skin cell was found to suffer from -] Prof. LEE Shui-Chuen (¥%2), National Central University, Taipei
severe anaemia and died after apparent normal development for several ‘, Prof. LI Ben-Fu (ZE4.E) , Beijing Medical University
weeks. This may be linked to incomplete reprogramming of the adult \z‘. Dr. LIU Nga-Chee, Athena (EHE%) , University of Hong Kong
cell nucleus and unless methods are found to ensure the reprogramming Q Dr. MAN Si-Wai (32 2.2) , Chinese University of Hong Kong
process i.s com plete, 1hfe risk of using this approach for human i’* Dr. SHAW Pang-Chul (8845, Chinese University of Hong Kong ]
wpsodnchon will betoo high, %3”:1 Dr. WANG Yan-guang (E#E¥), Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
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